FOREWORD

Let me repeat that it is already hopeless for the
ordinary Russian worker to attain admission to its
ranks. If he is a man of good physique he may
perhaps be tempted into the Red Army by the more
generous food allowance which Red Soldiers receive
in the service. His interests will be more bound up
with those of his masters and he will become a
member of that mercenary band on which before
long the Communist aristocracy must rely to
maintain it in possession and power, I do not
anticipate a counter-revolution in Russia. In due
course a Tsar will sit again on the throne of
Muscovy, but he will be a new Tsar descended from
a family which " came over " with the Bolshevics.
He will be surrounded by a privileged class which
will be able to point to similar pedigrees.

After I saw the hungry workers of Kuzenitsk and
observed the fraternal manner in which the Com-
munists allocated to themselves the best of food,
clothing, furniture and housing accommodation, I
could not bring myself to believe that the workers'
trust in their leaders was such that they would
regard the most astounding blunders as examples
only of some deep-laid and brilliant plan for their
ultimate benefit. The explanation of it all came only
after many weary months in Russia and when I
myself had felt the iron hand of the Soviet.

There is no public opinion in Russia !

In that sentence you have the answer and the key
to the whole problem of modern Russia. There was
no public opinion in the Tsarist times and revolution